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...The number of which this branch of the legislature is to consist, at the outset of
the government, will be sixtyfive. Within three years a census is to be taken, when
the number may be augmented to one for every thirty thousand inhabitants; and
within every successive period of ten years the census is to be renewed, and
augmentations may continue to be made under the above limitation. It will not be
thought an extravagant conjecture that the first census will, at the rate of one for
every thirty thousand, raise the number of representatives to at least one hundred.
Estimating the negroes in the proportion of three fifths, it can scarcely be doubted
that the population of the United States will by that time, if it does not already,
amount to three millions. At the expiration of twenty-five years, according to the
computed rate of increase, the number of representatives will amount to two
hundred, and of fifty years, to four hundred. This is a number which, I presume,
will put an end to all fears arising from the smallness of the body.I take for granted
here what I shall, in answering the fourth objection, hereafter show, that the
number of representatives will be augmented from time to time in the manner
provided by the Constitution....
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